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Q U A R K W O O D  P R E S C H O O L

 Reading to Learn!
R E A D I N G  C L A S S I C  L I T E R A T U R E  A N D

N O N F I C T I O N  H E L P S  C H I L D R E N  L E A R N
N E W  V O C A B U L A R Y  A N D  B U I L D

B A C K G R O U N D  K N O W L E D G E .

Reading classics improves vocabulary and
written and spoken language, but
nonfiction books can be especially
motivating to young readers.

Nonfiction books, especially about animals
and other informational topics, introduce
your child to specialized vocabulary.
Explore topics your child is naturally
interested in; that's the best way to learn
new words.

Regardless of what type of book you're
reading, it's a good idea to stop and
elaborate on new words. It's a worthwhile
interruption, which ultimately helps your
child engage with the book!

The 5 Practices
1) Sing

2) Talk

3) Read

4) Write

5) Play
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Find lists of award-winning books here:Find lists of award-winning books here:
www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/

bookmediabookmedia

READING AT HOME
SHOULD BE

BEAUTIFUL, FUN,
CURIOSITY-

QUENCHING AND
INSPIRING.



-PAMELA PAUL & MARIA RUSSO

Books that Build Background
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  A R E  A L L
A V A I L A B L E  A T  R A D N O R  L I B R A R Y :

What Do You Do if You Work at the
Zoo? (& more) by Steve Jenkins & Robin
Page
Building Our House by Jonathan Bean
Dig Dig Digging by Margaret Mayo
A Huge Hog is a Big Pig by Francis
McCall
Dinosaur More by Henrietta & Paul
Stickland
Up, Down, and Around by Katherine
Ayers
Stripes of All Types by Susan Stockdale
Books by Gail Gibbons, Anne Rockwell,
and Bob Barner

Some classic children's books have
content now considered racist and
outdated. Feel free to improvise and
tweak the words as you read aloud!
It's tempting to nudge your children
toward books you loved as a child, but try
to respect their independent interests.
You may discover some new favorites!
Point to objects in the illustrations as you
read aloud from the text. This helps your
child make connections and learn new
concepts.
Rather than replacing an unfamiliar word
with a familiar word while reading aloud,
try to define the new word, demonstrate
it, and use it in another sentence.

Reading Classics with Preschoolers


























If You’re a Great Big Dinosaur
(Tune: If You're Happy and You Know It)




If you're a great big dinosaur, show your claws
If you're a great big dinosaur, show your claws
If you're a great big dinosaur, then give a great

big ROAR!
If you're a great big dinosaur, show your claws



Extra verses: 

Show your teeth & Wiggle your tail
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